184	HIGHER EDUCATION
Education for not making culture compulsory. The latter be-
lieved that the students should have freedom to use their leisure
as they pleased, that compulsory doses of culture were hardly
likely to achieve the sort of cultured society which Lenin
visualised.
On many other topics there is considerable difference of
opinion between various institutes, differences expressed with
the frankness and sometimes brutality of youth. Here, too, I
realised what utter nonsense is the view so sedulously cultivated
abroad that everyone receives his opinions ready-made from
the Communist Party, and dare not express his own thoughts.
The students I met were well informed about political events in
the world outside. They studied capitalist history, economics,
and politics, past and present. Naturally the bias was Com-
munist, and the explanations offered by the lecturer or professor
were Marxist. I came across no instance where this explanation
was questioned. How could it be in the circumstances ? These
students knew that in the capitalist world there were millions
unemployed; in the capitalist world their confreres were losing
hope and courage because the world had no need of them; in the
capitalist world the class from which they came, the poor
peasant and worker, was the exploited class. Is it surprising
that capitalism and religion—which they believe supports it—
seem to them utterly outworn creeds, which, if nothing worse,
are preventing the liberation of mankind ? Is it surprising that
Marxism, which is making possible for the first time in history
tke free and full development of all the people of their country,
should seem to them an infallible truth ?
The students still take an active part in the social and political
life outside. In fact, there is no outside. The expression " Town
and Gown " would be meaningless in the TJ.S.S.R. The university
is never placed in juxtaposition to the town outside it. Political
life outside the university is very much the affair of the students.
M tlie age of eighteen, Russians receive the vote. Therefore soon
r* and often before, the student enters the university he m
socially responsible. WMle there,

